I

2. x l§7x¢9’{ﬁ&t§:,f;i\? iy 1‘;“ Aot “.l‘j
T gy g i
¥

CLEAN DRINKING SPRING
1608 - 1978

"He broke his boitle
will, v

At the Spruing with a
And the name 'Clean Dmfung’

Ctings to 4t arite."

et 61978




Patrick D. Weadon
HIST -729
Fall 2009

Clean Drinking Manor

On July 9™ 1755, a British army led by General Edward Braddock was routed by a
combined force of French soldiers and Indians near Ft Duquesne at the fork of the Ohio River near
what is present day Pittsburgh. Despite the rout, George Washington, who was a young volunteer
officer with the Virginia militia at the time, would distinguish himself on the field of battle by
rescuing what was left of the force (including General Braddock himself) and shepherding them to
safety. Braddock would die from his wounds four days later, but before he expired, he handed over
to Washington his ceremonial battle sash. Legend has it that the future President of the United
States would keep it with him for the rest of his life.'! His public life was just beginning but the
crucible of Ft. Duquesne would stay with him throughout his life. After the battle, Washington
would begin a month long journey back to Alexandria, Virginia. During the last leg of his trip
home, he and his party stopped in what is known today as Chevy Chase, Maryland in Montgomery
Country to refresh themselves at a place known as “Clean Drinking Manor,” a site well known for
the clear refreshing water that emanated from a natural spring on the grounds of the estate. 2

During his life Washington spent time at countless sites in what is now known as
Montgomery County, however a majority of the places he frequented are forever lost in the mists of
time. The area surrounding the city that now bears his name is a mass of endless suburban housing

tracts, shopping centers, big box stores and chain restaurants. However, the site where he stopped to

refresh himself on the way back from one of the most seminal moments in his life is still there

today. Sadly, the manor house that once sat on the property is gone, but the spring and the area] v

around somehow managed to escape the ravages of suburban sprawl.



Unlike so many other historical sites and attractions in the Washington area, the spring and

its environs does not have a visitor center, gift shop or cafeteria. In fact if one is on the running path

that crosses over the busy Jones Bridge Road and the adjourning residential neighborhood one
might not even notice the tiny spring house in a small grove of trees that marks that spot. But
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therein lies the point, mainly that a small piece of our nation’s history has managed to survive the po yo*
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incredible growth that has laid waste to so many other historical entities in the region. The spring falord
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was there in 1755 and it remains there today. o
When one stands at the spot where Washington and other 18™ century historical figures
refreshed themselves two questions come to mind. The first is, how did this spot manage to escape
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the suburban explosion. The second is, why has there not been more of an effort by local groups to

use the site to educate future generations not only on the history of Montgomery County but of our

nation.?

%V\ ashington’s visit was but one of the many significant events that transpired at the spot.
However, in order to understand the significance of the place and its potential to impart history to
future generations it is necessary to explore its beginnings.

Clean Drinking Manor like so many estates came to fruition due largely to the propensity of
the Lords Baltimore to hand out land grants to selected individuals to encourage the settlement of
the new colony that would come to be known as Maryland. In 1680, Colonel John Coates, of
Sproxton, Yorkshire, received a Royal manorial grant of 1,400 acres from the English Crown. On
October 1, 1699, the land was surveyed and patented. An original structure was built on the
property in 1697, however Clean Drinking Manor would not be built until 1750 when Charles
Jones, the grandson of Colonel Coates would begin to develop the area in earnest. Jones was an

important figure in Maryland. He built the mill bearing his name in the area, was a judge in



Frederick County in 1765 and his name heads thé list of justices in Montgomery Cour{ty after it was
severed from Frederick County in 1776.% Even today, his legacy dominates the area. The road that
adjoins the site where the manor house stood is dubbed “Jones Mill Road.”

The true origins of the name are lost@ the mists of timelhowever legend has it that the

ovin used phiZice-
original surveyor of the property, one Admiral Hill, in the course of his duties came upon a clear
spring of cold water. The Admiral for most of the day had been quenching his thirst with liquor, but
when it ran out, he was forced to resort to filling up his bottle with the waters of the spring. It is
alleged that:
"He broke his bottle
At the spring with a will,
And the name of Clean Drinking Clings to it still."*

The story concerning Admiral Hill and his naming of the site is as noted, perhaps more
legend than fact, however, one point that is beyond dispute is that during in 17" and 18" century in
Montgomery County, the water that ran from the spring had a reputation for the being the cleanest
around. Even as late as the 1950’s the water was tested by state authorities and found to be pristine.
A sign today by the spring declares that it is “unfit for human consumption; however, the local
neighbors still apparently use the water “with no ill effects.”

George Washington was not the only historical luminary to spend time at the manor. Due to
its reputation and to the Jones’ hospitality, prominent American statesmen such as Henry Clay,
Daniel Webster and John C. Calhoun also stopped there on occasion. ® And. in 1814 when
government officials were forced to flee Washington after the debacle at Bladensburg and the

burning of the capital city Postmaster Monroe and his wite ran the national post oftice for a brief

time tfrom the manor house.



Through the years, the estate was handed down from generation to generation in the family
and for a long while, it appeared that the Clean Drinking Manor and the surrounding grounds would

stand the test of time. But Chevy Chase was less than ten miles away from the center of the Federal I

City. Even as late as the 1920’s most of the land that would become one of America’s first suburbs
was woods and farmland. The area known today as Chevy Chase had its beginnings in 1725 when
Colonel Joseph Belt received a patent for 560 acres of land in colonial Maryland, just northwest of
the future Washington, DC. He named it “Cheivy Chace.” The moniker was taken from a line in the
English ballad The Battle of Ottenbourne which concerned the Scottish and English border wars of
the late 14™ Century.”The area remained largely rural for decades; however, the many fields and
farms that lay on the outskirts of Washington would soon become fertile ground for real estate
developers.

We are accustomed to believing that the suburban life as we know it began in earnest in the
v

latem40s and early‘%Os. However, as early as 1894, at least in Washington, many believed that the

areas on the outskirts of major cities or suburbs as they would soon be called, were destined to be

the wave of the future in housin
y ‘(I' % ,'v-" A 5 March Washington post article from that year entitled “Out of Town Homes, People Are
5b

f-!’" w_ Looking for Homes in the Suburbs notes that “ one of the few sections where there is any building
,,M‘ P being done is in Chevy Chase where 6 houses are now in the course of construction. Henry Earle
the builder of the homes is quoted as noting that “There is no use in denying that...that the
handsome comfortable suburban home is one of the coming features of American life.”®
In time Earle would be proven to be more than right. Greater Washington as it would one

day be called would eventually envelop most if not all of the rural areas of Montgomery County. In

time farms and fields would give rise to communities such as Bethesda, the aforementioned Chevy



Chase, Silver Spring and Wheaton to name but a few. As time passed and the suburbs grew Clean
Drinking Manor became more and more vulnerable to the suburban sprawl that was replacing the
farms and fields that had been part of the area for generations.

By 1932, the walls were closing in. A 12 January Washington Post article from that year
(Old Manor in Chevy Chase Gains in Beauty with Age) notes that a Captain and Mrs. Chester Wells

owned the manor and grounds. The estate, known at the time as Woodend, “consisted of 110 acres
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of lawn and trees, shrubbery and flower beds, including the 32 acres on which the historic Clean # te w e
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Drinking Manor site is located.” All that was left of the site by the early 1930’s were four brick /:;' Y ;7,0
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chimneys which the article noted were “associated with memories of colonial and revolutionary

times and stand in this country today to remind onlookers of the time when the famous old manor /
was erected two centuries ago.’ V

From a public history perspective, the Post article brings out several important points. One is g4

that the site in the year of 1932 was considered “famous” and historic. The other is that there was a

v

(o"*"‘xv ‘,As sense in the community that the site should be designated a historical monument and be preserved

o
;\r‘)' _T)o‘ for future generations. Unfortunately, the article also notes that efforts to save the site failed, “The N

o

;\, 5";0 old frame mansion which once sheltered generations of men and women who have rendered loyal ok +
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D.,\“t service to their country and around are entwined memories of colonial times dear to the heart of gl
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N”Jp every American, is in ruins... Here is slowly but surely passing away one of the quaintest of the b;:; s
relics of the past. Modest and unobtrusive, its voice of silent appeal still vainly pleads, until too late; f‘w .

we shall regret its final loss. It is understood that the Maryland Historical Society was interested in
the restoration of the manor, but the price of the land on which it is located was regarded as

excessive. "'°And indeed, the land on which Clean Drinking Manor sat was worth a great deal,

o 1 particularly to developers. Fortunately part of the White’s estate would be bequeathed to the
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Audubon Society who still maintains a large tract of the original property (still referred to even
today as Woodend). Fate would not be so kind to area surrounding Clean Drinking Manor.

The developers ax finally fell in 1960. Again, the Washington Post told the story best in a 23
July article of that year “Manor Site Developed for Homes.” What is striking is the difference
between the desperate prose of the reporter who penned the 1932 story on the need to preserve the
manor and the almost cavalier attitude the 1960 journalist had toward the fact that a famous place
was being destroyed so that suburban homes could be constructed. The lead of the article is very
straight forward, “Clean Drinking Manor, where surveyor George Washington stopped to refresh
his crew en route home from Ft. Duquesne was built in 1750 by Charles Jones on a 1400 acre tract

that is now PART OF SUBURBAN MONTGOMERY COUNTY."” In short, the article seemed to

M - make the point that progress is here, and nothing, not even a venerable historic site is going to stand

6?" l“’xm its way

P.y lp" yf"" " The only redeeming factor was that the Maryland National Park and Planning Commission I,,W“"’ “r
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acquired the portion of the estate that contained the spring for inclusion in Rock Creek Park. In ;)/:(am
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time, the National Society of Colonial Dames and the Maryland National Capital Park and Planning
Rebwit?
Commission installed a springhouse in 1978. As a nice historical touch, the lilacs from the house’s

to

. 2 e
garden were planted around the tiny but impressive site.'? [olat was R i ok é ,Zﬁ;_ Tylen

So what lessons can public historians learn from the unassuming but nonetheless historically 5 pege A
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significant spring at Clean Drinking Manor? First off, the site answers in part the questions posed

by the scholar and historian Eric Foner, who owns history? Foner’s answer of course was “everyone
,uof' swat
and no one.”"® However, the existence of Clean Drinking Manor makes the point that before we can  7%s @ fl-
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determine who owns history there must be an historical record to debate. Before we can discuss the A¢ “‘:717, ;i
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past, we need to have some sense of what the past was like. ke <4 b
s biotoy

wlowie 2
P/ci“"a'h



I J 7
‘/‘ +
Scholarly papers and books are and will always be an immutable party of recounting the ‘fﬁf; poor#

past. At the same time, enduring places and structures also serve an indispensable role. One cannot
necessarily learn a great deal about Egyptian culture by gazing at the Great Pyramid at Gaza. But,

the fact remains that physical entities such as enduring artifacts, sites and places not only have the joket bo‘: :‘s
Gle®®
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capacity to inform about the past, but also the potential to inspire those who might initially not care s

about history to take a more active role or interest.

Public historians, appropriately, are in the business of deciding how the past should be
presented to the world. Some questions never seem to go away. When is an historic site worth v pw”('
saving? What is the proper balance between commercialism and the need to present legitimate
historic related information? Whose story or stories should be told and who should tell them? Clean
Drinking Manor does not provide complete answers to any of these questions but it does make the
case for ensuring that significant portions of the past both written and otherwise should be preserved
for future generations.

When one considers the amount of growth in Montgomery County since the time of George
Washington, it is a miracle that the spring still exists. As noted, the manor house fell prey to apathy
and urban sprawl, but thankfully, an indelible part of the early days of our nation has managed to
survive. It may be trite, but this author still finds it incredibly exciting to be able to stand in a spot
frequented by individuals such as Washington, Clay and Monroe. If Washington were to come back
today he would not recognize the region we refer to today as Chevy Chase, Maryland. However it is
likely he would still be familiar with the cool refreshing waters of the spring. Thus, in the end,
ultimately the site validates the important principle that before you can have a discussion about
public, academic or any kind of history for that matter you have ensure that historical records and

places and sites, survive.



2
LAY
e
W
To quote Eric Foner, “history should never just “a collection of facts, not just a politically
A

sanctioned listing of undisputable truths, but an ongoing means of collective self discovery about
the nature of our society.”'* One can only do this by ensuring that parts of the past are preserved.
How we do this is critical. There are no easy answers, but the critical point is that debate about the

need to save and preserve places like Clean Drinking Manor has been and will continue to be an

important and vital part of the work of the public historians of the present day.
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The Clean Drinking manor house (date of photo unknown) front faced east,
looking across Rock Creek. The house measured 34 by 28 feet and may have
originally had a full second story. The left front door, it is said, led to the
room used for farm business, the other to the family parlor. The house was
built by Charles Jones about 1750. His wife Elizabeth Courts was the " U«{"
granddaughter of the original patentee Col. John Courts (1655-1702). émﬂ"a’ '



This view, taken in 1931 northwest from the corner of Jones Bridge Road

(foreground) and Jones Mill Road (to the right) shows the derelict remains

of Clean Drinking and its fields.  Spunw? Cheoy Chase tuk Soc. 7 wpaed 2
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Clean Drinking’s spring head, source of the patent’s name, as it looked
about 1910. It is below and east of the house, across Jones Mill Road. On the
left is Nicholas Jones, last inhabitant of the house. Spurc~?



Cleaning Drinking spring today. The spring house was installed by the
National Society of Colonial Dames and the Maryland National Capital Park
and Planning Commission in 1978, and the lilacs from the house’s garden
were planted around it.



Paper 2: Site Review

Grade: B

Patrick,

This is an intriguing twist on the traditional site review because you’ve chosen to
examine a site that was partially saved and then partially reconstructed. It’s a fascinating
story that is mirrored in much of the literature on preservation, except that only the spring
house was rebuilt. You’ve proven the point about the site’s importance to local memory
at two very specific moments in American history — in the early twentieth century and
then again around the Bicentennial. Despite the interesting topic and good primary
source research, there are a lot of missed opportunities here in terms of analysis and
making connections to the readings in the course. Foner is a good choice to discuss the
ambiguity of historical ownership, but he’s not the most appropriate here to discuss the
power of place and it’s role in nurturing local and national memory. What about David
Glassberg on the sense of history and popular efforts to commemorate through place?
Also, I wondered about all of the readings on historic preservation and house museums.
How do they provide a context for the public history of this site? How do they help
explain through comparison what failed?



